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ARRIVAL OF THE RHODE ISLAND. £
Interesting Reports from the f

Blockading Squadron. ?

NEWS FROM THE GULF.

The Expedition from Ship
Island to BiloxL

The Rebel Batteries at Pensacola
Again Fired on by Fort Pickens*

DESCRIPTION OF THE BOMBARDMENT.

Operations of the Land and NaTalForces at Port Royal,
&C>| &o., &c. ^

The gunboat Rhode Island arrived at Fortress Monro0
en Thursday from Galveston. Her dates are: Galveston,
December 38; Ship Island, December 81; Mobile Bar,
December 31; Fort Pickens, January 2; Key West.
January 8, and Port Royal, January 12. Sne brings a
large mall.
The gunboats St. Louis, Hew London and Water Witch

left Ship Island for Biloxi, Deoember 31. The result was
not learned; but as the Rhode Island was leaving the
New London was seen returning, with three schooners in
tow.
The schooner Venus was captured off Galveston

by the Rhode Island. She was bound from Poiut Isabel
for Franklin, La., with a cargo of tin,eopper, lead and
wood, valued at ten thousand dollars. She was seat to
Ship Island.
The rebel steamer Florida was inside Horn Island. The

gunboat Wlssahickon was off that place.
The rebel batteries at Pensacola having repeatedly fired

at our small vessels, Fort Pickens opened on the rebel
Steamer Times, which was loading stores at the Navy
Yard, on January 1. The rebel batteries responded, and
the firing was oontinued until evening, Fort Pickens firing

" the last shot. The rebel guns were well aimed, and most
«f their shells burst inside our fort. Only one of our
men, however, was wounded.
One of our shots made a large breach in Fort Barren'

eas. In the evening our firing set Warrington on fire.
The conflagration continued all night, and the place was
Still horning on the evening of the 3d Inst., when the
Rhode Island left. The fire was seen at a distance of

thirty-five miles at saa.
We are indebted to Captain A. T. Whiting, of Company

B, Sixth regiment (Wilson's Zouaves), who arrived her# 1
last night from Fort Pickens, for special favors.

(

OUR KEY WEST CORRESPONDENCE. i
Ksr Wist, Jan. 0,1862.

Arrival of As Rhode Island Bombardment of Art Pick-
ens.Description of the Fight.Remarks Regarding thg
Bombardment.The Blockading Fleet.The De Soto Run-
ning into a French Steamer.Operations of the Steamer
Rem London.Tro ope on Ship Island.Capture of the
Pewiu ty the Rhode Island.Changes and Movements of
Officers of the Squadron.Captain Oeo. J. Mahe, of the
Rebel Army.Rebel Deserters.Captain, Crew and Pas.
senqers of (he Venus.Remarks in Regard to the Block
ado.Arrival of the Flambeau ,<tc.,<te.
the Rhode Island baa arrived, bringing news of an.

other bombardment at Fort Pickens on the 1st inst. (
which lasted for twenty hours. I am gratified to say
that no one was killed, and bat one slightly wounded on

our side. Col. Brown seems determined not to allow
them to remain quiet, or else he may havo opened
the b ill merely as a New Year's gift.

' m the morn in e of the i«t iooi. j ijn I rOuel kloamer
was observed from Fort Pickens making her way to-
wards the Navy Yard. She behaved in a; very defiant
manner, some one on board waving a rebol flag, which
seemed to say, "Yon dare not fire at me." This was

not to be borne with patience, as Col. Brown had frequentlywarned General Bragg that the presence of these
steamers would not be put up with. As she approached
Fbrt Pickens opened upon her, when she retreated at
doable quick time. The fire from Fort rickens was

immediately answered from all the rebelbatteries,and the engagement became general. The
Arlng was kept up throughout the day, and at

night Plokene maintained a alow Ore from the
18-inch mortars, which was hotly returned by tbe rebel*.
A Vim it olavrn P U i flrA hrnlfA mil in 1>ia Navy Vnr<1.

whirl) continued throughout tho night, and from the
stent of the conflagration it la supposed that'tho greater

pert of the building* in the Nary Yard have beon destroyed,and also the larger part, if not all, the town
of Woolsey, wnlch is adjoining the Navy Yard on the
north.
The firing on both sides was remarkable for Its

extreme accuracy. .Shells in countless numbers fell insideof Fort Pickens, and it is wonderful that no loss
was sustained. Our side returned tho compliment in
equal proportion, but I have no doubt we will have tho
Old story from 0' neral Bragg. that he took it all very
coolly, and their loss was nothing.
The scene during tho night was magnificent in the

extreme Kvery shell could bo traced in its course
through tho air from tho time it left tho gun until it
exploded; and this, in connection with tho ccntlagratiou,
rendered the whole affair a sight such us I'eusiicola, and
but lew othor places, had never before witnessed. The
illumination w.is -o great that It was distinctly seen by
the United States s'.camor Mercedila, when over forty
miles at sea. {All ur batteries wero engagod, and did their wo-k
admirably. Fort MiT.ao, which bad born so roughly <

handled by our squadron and battery Scott at the 1 >st *

engagement, appeared lo have resumed its accustomed 1
vig r, for it kept up a constant fire throughout the 1

engagement. (

i^vo ra' of the squadron v.cre present, but took no part 1
in too tight, and It is as well they did| nut, for nothing
could have been gained, and probably much would have
been lost hud they attempted to lia\e opposed their
wooden sides to stone walls and earthworks.
The bomb ir'meet wan the old story effort against

fort, at a distance too great for any decisive result. Wo
gain nothing, yqt expend ag-eat amount of powder, shot
and shell, and they the same. Apart from the burning .

Of Warrington, the Nav\ Yard and Woolsey, T doubt if we
have done them any Injury worth speaking of: and as for
Fort I'ickens, it is as strong as boforo tho first bombardment.Tnero wero but few If any accidents worth re
cording during this uflMr. Colonel Brown, byway of
-bravado. vnapcndad a lig.it untetdc of the fort, that the
.rebela might bctlar »# v. here to Are at. Wlmt hi* reason*wore for po doing he alone know*. No doubt they
twere g. od otioa.

I cannot oonrclvo what benePt ran accrue from lhe*a
^OK.bar timer,t*,especially when we have no f"rco to folJowany advkala.c we may gain. Colonel Brown In of f
wploiou that,hud hit Ave thousand uldltienal troopi,ha
OO'-i Intake Ilia Navy Yurd and Furta McUuoand Barranca*,
hcrliupe lie might .but It reinaina to ha *een If h" can. I

R %>uld think that ho would wait until thu required forco
R 1|l««t before commencing active operations of auy
k gS One thing it. certain, the f< rt* aud baltdflee now
T v AMOTdou of tha rahela mult bo oSeclually silenced bet' w»ya<a>k can be male with ten thousand mon,
_,lh W reaeo mble pro<;x cl of permanent ueoeaa.

Tna rtiml has Viaited all the blockading fleet aa

re.... *ue»to>. At the latter port the frigate Hantee
W . the v"Mcl. lh« Mldn.ght having aaiied for' ,r,h, **rd»a *"on aa her malla and auprllca weret.eaontht gg Berwick'! or Atchafalaya l'ay the United
mliHViV.h * M WM Utloned. At tkmtbweat
rll. .hi An "*lo; at 'Outre, the Mlaaiaaippl and

lit %Jt>Ialand, the Niagara (flagship), I'reble,
Mt.

Loudon. Pampero, D-goto, Harnot,Vat each'.petti. g Water Witch Tho New lAndon haa
*n eiPHd*ln.tva **"*1 **Ml b,r f*r tb* l",t

. »r® Ar^ lTlr n ^ ti ^ draught of water, In the aquadron,ViiSt 'm "Pth" lr*m° Ulr0 ^ MlawiwaipirfU'AM r' IJr?R t afiic*, whlla rruiaing there, abe T
aantnro^ ve*Mi7nam. * th«UI|oy, aalllng undar Knglish m?^1. rl .Iih » I TO hundred balsa of cotton, themicro, with a cargo of 1 ^ t.ghm lalond. Tha He Soto *

IXfliaiftMS? his to« in tow the FrenchPtoamer- N

rrTa^am'S^l'- b. ^17!'"?, ", *r *

'h ^.1^n^7rv0,a^c.. »~'"EEMli »r acting in n very uuppicii ^ .«&<
orward* that Mh> Frenchma J!*?

by permlaalon cf the govern. .l?riHT?,r
t inihtan that we, e d iplroui of l̂i
Pa via hOo. The t timer display* .

° "
rlinto, atil allh-r actn ne aei lua I \ JJ'® 'hat ah# waa

at ranget try tug if our bl< ck*de «» ®B' ,L®'; T
Th« hra'tb md r tidllion or our tt on Ship Island ^

we e «xoa'1ent, and the fortlflcatlona \ raP'<l|y
niDK a very formidable character. . IU_. _

Off UaUue the irlf ite Potoiaao was a. wtionud, Thla

f , _

* irir
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iay account for the escape of the General Hl /imnn,
.earner, from that port, which I spoke of In my <asti /t
ort Pickens the R. R. Cuyler and South Car ollna were
Rationed. The Merced Ila had sailed to join _the flagship
t Ship Island. The steamers Marion and 4atteras were
IT Apalachloola, the Mohawk ofT St. >jskrks, the bark
than Allen offTarnpa, and the Guard< at Tortugas. The
dditkon of the vessels now here, those that have sailed
uring the past wsek, and those that are shortly to arlvetothe Gulf aauadron, will Vender U of formidable
iroportiona. and will, 1 think, lhake it much more difflultthan It has been to ran the gauntlet of the squadron.
The Rhode Island, on her outward passage, on Deoem>or20,whenoff Berwick's Bay, captured tne schooner

Fenus, from Point Isabel, bound to any port In the re>olStates where she could effect an entrance. She
vas loaded with copper, lead and wool, and her cargo
vould be worth in our market about twelve thousand
lollare.In Seceeala more than double that amount ne
ioubt. Her crew consisted of captain, mate and cook;
jesidee which she had four passengers, all of whom are
m board the Rhode Island. She had a rebel register and
:learance, so that there will be no difficulty in effecting
he condemnation and sale of both vessel and cargo.
Several changes ore reported among the officers of tbe

iquadron. Lieutenant John E. Hart has been detached
"rom the Vincennes ana ordered as First Lieutenant of
die Sanies. Lieutenant Jas. E. Jouett, detached from tbe
lantee and ordered to the command of tbe Montgomery.
Lieutenant Hopkins assumes command of the South Caro.
lna. Commander Shaw, late Of tbe Montgomery: Com-
uouucr Aiuuii uuu uvumuni» auua f imvw ui vuv ijuuvu v>oi v

in*, are on their way North, together with aotlng LleutelantHunter, Acting Masters Hopklnson and Devins, and
teveral other Junnlor offlcrs, among them several engileers,for examination.
The moat distinguished passenger la a young capalnin the rebel army, who was picked up by one

>f our vessels, with three others, civilians, while
>n a fishing excursion. He states that he Is from
Louisiana: that his company is in Virginia; that he has
reen in all the fights in Virginia; that ne is the owner of
.wo hundred slaves, worth fifteen hundred dollars each,
md that when captured be waslon twelve days' leave of
kbsence. I am assured by the officers of the Rhode Island
hat he is a perfect Baron Munchausen, or, in plain language,a most accomplished liar. His companions were
eleased, being non-combatants, but as ho refused to accepthis parole, and being in uniform, it was thought best
.hat he should spend some time In Fort Warren or LaTaystte,and enjoy the pleasures of a Northern winter.
His appearance is not at all prepossessing; his face has

.he appearance of the great unwashed, and affords but a
ioor oontrust to his rather striking uniform. He proessesto have many friends In New York, and the ability
.0 raise any amount of money. Maybo he has. The
tame of the officer and gentleman is Captain George J.
Kahe, of the Bogart Guard, Third Louisiana Volunteers,
n conversation with him he informed me that he was

ormerly a brevet Second Lieutenant in the First artllery.United States Army.
Through the kindness of Lieutenant Sommes, United

States Navy, executive officer of the Rhode Island, I was
remitted to see and converea with six deserters from
.lie rebel army at I'ensaeola, who mado their escape on
lunday morning, the 22d ult., and succeeded In crossing
m Santa Rosa Island. They ware all fine looking men, and
tppear to have been well fed and cared for. Their names
irs:.
Albert Johanscn, native of Copenhagen, Denmark.
Tim Canovan, native of Ireland.
Francis Colllhan, uatlve of New York.
Edward English, native of Baltimore, Md.
James Smith, native of Ireland.
Joeeph Parker, native of Wisconsin.
They all tell tho same story,and appear tobt Intelligent

nen; they were all enlisted about the month of May last
it New Orleans, for the rebel Mirlne corps, and at the
;lmo of their escape were stationed at the Navy Yard,
where they had been since their enlistment. They all
tgree In saying that the rebel force at the Navy Yard,
KcRae and Barrancas, and the surrounding bstieriea,does not exceed seven thousand men. What numberis at I'eusacola they do not know. It is the old story
with them.enlist or starve. They give favorable acsountsregarding their food and clothing, and say they
were well paid In the roonoy of the country, or, in other
words, shlnptasters. They Inform me that every buildingin the Navy Yard was more or less injured by the
Irst bombardment, but say they know of no one being
killed in the Navy Yard.

I also saw and conversed with the capialn of the
lohooner Venue. He informed me that it was his third
voyage from Texas, he having run the blockade twice
before, once going through Vermillion Pass, and again
through Oyater bayou, then proceeding to Braahear city,
Dn the Atchafalaya river, from which point the cargo was
forwardod to New Orleans by the Opclousss Railroad.
All the man posseseod in the world was Invested in this
sargfl, which was partly owned by a Mexican, and he ie
now left without anything. Such Is the fortune of war.
[ give you the namoe of the crew and passengers:.
Andrew Nelson.German by birth, captain.
1'eter Hansen, German by birth, mate.
volward Sickles. American, cook.
Charles Kastwell, passenger.
Charles Schmidt, pssscngar.
Jacob Johnson, passenger.
C. J. Havens, passenger.
AH tho above are destined for New York, and will help

swell tho list of those who havo been nnwiso enough to
operate against the laws of tho UuitedStatee.
The capture of tho schooner Venus proves tho existenco

of un extensive trade between Louisiana and Brazos Santiago.It is a well known fact that many vessels are

trading between Havana and Matamcras, under British
colors; supplies and munitions of war are carried from
Havana by them, and at Matamorus they are reshlpped
la yeasu'-sadapiu.; »' ( "Dual T. ioTircf Lc .ii.ui-, ad
in this way the blockade is broken with comparative
safety. Vermillion I'ass should at once be closed by one
of the stone fleet.
The schooner Victoria, prize to tho United States ship

Santiago de Cuba, which I have spoken of ^n one of my
former letters, has been released, for the reaaon that it la
an acknowledged fact that the port of Rrazoe, from
whence she sailed. nevor has been blockaded. She leaves
for Havana th% first fair wind, and Uncle Sam will no
doubt have to | ay for her detention.
We are now hourly expecting the arrival of the Connecticut,or some olber vessel from the North, with late news.

It is very bard that the news we ltavo received should
come to us by way of lliAiile and Havana, and it is sin-
nui»r inai, hit) kUVWIdlll'-ill hwu'1 1% ull cvifc 1umii it#

thia port by the steamer Columbia. We are depending
upou tho tchooner Nonpareil, which vie its Havana iu
time to meet the Columbia, for our mails; and there are

many passengers for Key West who arc compelled to
g>> to Havana and seek a conveyance by any moans
that may oflbr. The important mails and doepatchesthat are received by the Columbia should
not be trusted to a sailing vessel. A steamer
should be stationed here for the purpose of
doing the work dow performed by the Nonpariel, and affordfacilities to the residents of Key Wist to goto
and fro, fiom which tlicy are now entirely debarred.
The Unite Mates steamer Flambeau has this moment

arrived, and i urn informed she will at once tow the United
States strip Nightingale to son. She is last from Nnssuu,
N. P., and reports tho Gladiator and Isabel still In that
harbor. There has been no chunge in the conduct, of otllcloisor inhabitants; tucy are equally annoying nnd insulting,and are delighted at the prospect of a war with the
United Stab s.

Tl.o Ha ana papers of the 3<1 inrt. contain an article sayingthat the < .rdiator had succeeded in entering n Southern
port, but the arrival of the Flambeau gives the Tie to the assertion.It now[rctna!n* to tie seen, since the Flambeau iuts
left, what success"»slie will have in entering Charleston
or Savannah, sinrc (lie occupation of Tybeo and the sink
ing of the stone vessels.
The weather Is very hot; whero I am writing the thermometerstands at 60 decs., and s norther now would be

a most welcome visiter. "Fruit of ail kinds we have in
abundance; nearly every cocoa nut tree on the island Is
loaded with fruit, and buns'ias and oranges are to tie ha-! alim-stlor tile asking. Fori luately. thero is but little dillur
ince liero between summer and winter; were it otherwise,
tour correspondent would have to leuvo before warm
.veiilhor sets in. or else btcotne n tit s ibject for n tall'W
ihandler. I ain glad to "ay the health of tho pluco is
wrffcet, but lUtle sickess, if soy, exlsiiug.

NEWS FROM PORT ROYAL.
OUR HILTON HEAD CORRESPONDENCE.

Hilton Hnad, 8. C., Jan. 11,1802.
irriwl of a Lightship from -Vein York.The Baltic at 1'ort
Royal Firry.A rrical of Reinforcements forth* RcUlt.
TV .South Carolinians Desire to Meet the Matsnchuse'U
Troop*.Affairs at Tybee.Ike Effect qf Ike Stone fleet
Blockade.Operations in the North Edisto.The Blockaile
of Slono Inlet.Dc'trters from the Rebel Army.Their
Statements.I'reseiUativn to Captain Bldridge, <fc., dtc.
I avail myself of the opportunity to send a Una by the

iteamer Rhode Island, which arrived this morning
rom Fort Pickens ami the Oulf. F.bo bears some In

cresting Intelligence from our forces In that region,
vhlcb shows that they are active and Inclined to keep
he rebels as busy as they can possibly desire. As she
tarries full details ot the events of the past month from
.he Hmmld'b specials there, It Is unnecessary for me to

ittempt to ((IT* in* now* irora uuu qmntr.
The stsumer Mci'lellan, Capt. Uriy, arrived yesterday
rom New York, wilh a line lightship in tow, which is to
> moored off Martin's Industry Shoals in s day or two.
t Js singular that the lighthouse Board should have
How oil so ranch time to elapse before placing a light at
bat important point. It will be the only light from the

apes of Virginia to Osdar Keys on th* Atlantic coast,
ad will be of immense value to mariners who are blown
pots th* coast.
The steamer Bibb, of to* Coast Survey, arrived on

hureday, and will Immediately enter upon th* duties
Mlgnsd hsr. Capt. C. O. Boutslle.of the hurray corps,
isunies command of Iter, and the Vixan will return to

w York for much needed repairs. Capt. Qoutells is
ow engsgad in surveying Broad rlrsr.
The Mc'lsllan brought a few Sunday Huulm of th*
th, and the rebel aocou.it* of th* Fort Royal Ferry aflUr
r th* 1st are very amuslhg. If w* were repulsed on tbo
it we were not aware of it,: and we were equally iguointofthe fact that we baa a second battle on the 2d.
here Is no doubt that we drove the rebels back on the
i, but that was the result of the gunboats, shelling, and
ot owing primarily to tb* land forced. The reports ws

sv* reoulved fross other sources as to Jh* heevy Iocs
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sustained by the rebels is ^finned by the rebel adnata
Rions vis Richmond, in ti^s way* of the &lh. Our total
Vms was three killed t&d eleven wounded, the two privateswho hare died since being embraced in the list of
killed.

Since the aShlr one entire brigade of Tennessee troops
hare arrived at Port Royal Ferry and reinforced General
Donaldson, who is now in command there. The rebels
have received other reinforcemonts, and are now very
tronc at that point.
A flag at truce was lent to Port Royal Perry on Wednesdaylast, In charge of Dr. Kimball, Brigade Surgeon. The

object was to exchange the body of a rebel soldier for
that of one of our men. who was taken prisoner while
wounded, and wno subsequently died in the enemy'shands. Dr. Kimball was met by some rebel officers,who promised to carry his communication to
the commanding officer, and return an answer
on the following day, at twelve o'clock. On Thursday
Dr. Kimball again crossed the ferry In a small boat, with
a flag of truce, and was again met by a number of offioers
of the South Carolina regiments. They gave him a note
from General Donaldson to Gensral Stevens, covsring a
surgeon's certificate of the death of the private In their
bands, and that the body was too much decoaiposed to
exhume and exchange. Upon this reply being made
known the body of the rebel soldier was returned to
Beaufort, and decently burled. The South Carolinians
inquired whether there were any Maaaachuaetla regiments
on ths island, and If ao. they exproeeed a graat anxietyto have them placed In front, where they could cut them
to pieces. They were assured that they would have ea
occasion to moot tho New Englandera some of these days, .

and that they would not find them at all backward for a
fight. The Interview was very pleasant.There is no news rrom Tybee. The rebels In Pulaski
continue to throw shells upon the island, but no casualtieshave been reported. It la an innocent amusement
for them, and if they can bear the expense tye caanotcomplain.
We have discovered upon ono of the salients of Post.Pulaski a rifled gun of heavy calibra, evidently «ns of the *

hundred pound Armstrong guns brought over by the
Fingal. It possesses a graat range, but the projectilesemployed do not burst with any degree* of certainty.Ths fire, however, is very accurate, and
it may prove a bad customer for us when wo
have occasion to get within range. The rebels
have several rifled guns of tho moat approved pattern, ef
English as well as rebel construction. However, they
are not likely to do us any particular damage, sewe shall
not trouble them.Fort Pulaski being one of those works
that will not bear playing with.
By the way, does not tnat false report whId*appearsin ths Charleston Courier and the Mercury, In regard to

the occupation of Station No. 4, on tha Charhqton and
Savannah Railroad, by a thousand of our treaps, go to
show that tho rebels are either terribly alarnmd or that
they have sustained a severe low, and a disastrous defeatat Port Royal Ferry? The report waa evidentlypublished for the purpose of calling rehsl troopsfrom tne vicinity or Richmond, and theimperativecharacter of the necessity fkr more
troops in thin quarter to reeiBt our advauceVuns doubtlessconsidered a sufficient excuse for the faiedbmd which
the papers were guilty of. With all her hftnadn and
vaporings, the poor State of Sooth Carolina Jnevidentlyreduced to the greatest straits, and is now SwrtMng to
the very core lest the Yankees should out ,otC railroad
communication with rebellion.and finally spake a winter
in Charleston itself. Nominally, she is the mme cock
State, but really she is the veriest craven rtanrt, wed.
ready to give up the contest after she roe^MMjMMrsound blow. Her day will come in a shor^^^^ IX J
don't spend the first of May in ths city of 1

upon its ruins, I shall be greatly mistaken. « .

Apropos of Charleston, it is pretty well tiled (M
the stone fleet sunk In the main ship dhannel hair
accomplished Its purposes. Although the uoper works <
of the hulks havo in a measure disappeared the stefh
and the larger part of the hulk remain, anwdbe tidal
flow of the sea has washed to that point lab waao quantitiesofland , which has formed a bar acre s the channelat that point, and effectuallv closed it fbr at least
twenty years to oome. The mam ship channel is morallyclosed. Until a carefhl survey Is made n» vessel will
dare to go out over it, end that survey cannot be made
until the rebellion Is terminated. With hairer the citydestroyed by fire, the port blockaded, and lit" tubaunce
of the city rapidly wasting in war expense*, who will
deny that the glory of Charleston has forever departed?
Let the events of the next two months answer.
From North Edlsto we have further intelligence of

operations In that quarter, and the state of afihlrs at the
negro colony at Botany Bay Island. Tho latter has increasedereatlv of late, and the nroener.ta of a mill lurvar
Increase are very fair. Over one thousands contraband*.
men, women and chlldrens are now tfiere.and Captain
Ammen, of the Seneca, baa tak~n measures to supplythenPktbundantly with corn and other arOelaeof food; ho
there Is no dancer of their suffering from want in that
respect. Oil the 2d and bd the J^neuln, CommanderBud<l, went up to Bea# Bluff, and
colleoted a large quantity of maise, anddestioyodthe balance remaining, and aleo a house occupied
by rebel soldiers, who had llred upon them. Captain
Ammer enoouragea the collection of corn by the negroes,
and feels no apprehension of Immediate want.
On the 7th the Seneca proceeded to White Point, accompantedby the Penguin. They saw but few rebels, mostly

mounted pickets. All the housee seemed deserted,and
It was evident that the rebels no longer used the houses
at that point ae barracks.
Commodore Dupont and General Sherman are anxious

to hold jK'Sfosgion of North Ed isto in forco, as a bu«e <>f
operations; but their force is exhausted,and they are re
luctantly compelled to wait until tho muchMmremforcemeatarrive. The sooner they are sent the sooner
something will be accomplished In this quarter,
lloth the military and naval arm must be reinforced heforeoperations are Commenced which shall materially
advance our interests In this department. May the properauthorities take cognizance of this fnct.
Stuno Inlet, oue of the most important, if not the m< st

Important, channel of coinmunlcatIon to Charleston, has
been closely blockaded for a longtime |«tst by sonic of
Hag twicer luipont's sipiadrou. More recently the sloopof-wurPocahontas, Commander «. B. Balcli, bus been
engaged in blockading duty off that |>oint, and she lion
lately drawn tho fire of the strong batteries at that
isilut, and ascertained their strength. She had
qulto an exciting little Interview with tho rebels
on Cole'a Island on the 2tkh of December. On the
aftenv on of that day a rebel steuuier came down
through one of tho Inland channels and itassed In front of
SCnuo Inlet. Commander Balch directed a ten inch shell
to be tliruwn at her: but It fell short, ami after a seenmt
hud been fired the steamer had crossed the Inlet nnd enter?1 u channel on the other aide, escaping injury from
our sheHs. The steamer doubtless brought down a rec >unoitcrlagparty, but the Are of the 1'ocahouta.s must have
prevented the party from obtaining the desired end.
soon after this little affair two batteries on Cole's Island

o|x ::od lira on the Pocahontas with rofh dguuH, but all th
shots dropped short. The enemy could not be reached
by the guns of the Pocahontas, and the withdrew, alter
obtaining the desirod information. While attempt
iug to get within rango she touched gro ml,
but no injmy was sustained by her. Commander
Had li had the last Ore, and stood out into deeper water,
and came to anchor.
Nothing of Importance occurred off 8t<mo until yesterday,when S'm i deserters came on board, in a sail boat,

from the rebol army. They represented themselves as
Northern men in tbe rebel army, and asked protection.
They were woloomed aboard by Commander Ita'ch, who
assured th m of his protection. They belonged to Iho
I .ecus artillery,commanded by Major Lucas, whose headquarterswere ou Cole's Is'nnd. They had uliUined a pass
from iheCuiitalli of Company A,of the battery, ootmtersigtiedby Major Lucas, to go outside the bar to dredge
for oysters, and to return by two o'clock P.M. After
they hn.l got outside they made rapid way for the Poca
bonus, sud found an niyluin there from rebel oppress ion.
They give a groat deal off Important information in regard
to tin si ate ef affairs at Stono and throughout the Sale.
The rebels at Stono have been sleeping on their arms for
woks, exporting tlio arrival of Biiruside's expedition.
They ar<> in want "f provisions, such us beef, salt umi
coffee. Iho deserters say that the Isabel, which ran the
blockade si me days since, suflbred n good deal of damage
from the shells of the Mohican. Otic shell knocked off
the entire stern of the Isabel, and alio barely got in
ailoat. Sho carried in acargn of coffee, but no arms. Nh"
came off the coast in the night, and in the morning she
ran in in a dense fog. The Itoebuck. a man-of-war
lying at anchor off the harbor, first discovered
her, and tired a shot at her, giving tho alarm. The Mohicanimmediately slipped her anchor and chain, forty
fathoms In length, and gavo chase. The Mohicanlollowed her clogs under tho batteries of Morris
Island, but shoal water provonted further pursuit. Sho
fired seventeen shot and shells at her. and only c ased
firo when It was evident tliut further expenditure of
powder was useless Commander Guerdon, of the Mohican,did all (bat laid iu heinan power to do to prevent
Iho Isabel's running In, but the dense fog rendered all his

expected off tho cohet. the Isabel returned the Mohlenii'sOre, but without avail.
Tlie enemy have greatly strengthened their force on

the coast, b t we have do rauee to lake them where they
are Id strength. Colonel Hayward la In command of
Coles Inland, which la dofendeit by Tour ballerina of fifteen
giuia oi heavy calibre. Major I.ucaacommands the artilleryTorre on the Island, and la abundantly supplied with
ammunition and munitions of war. There aro about
eight hundred and afty troops na the Island. Hut they
will not trouble us. as that Is not the road to Charlenton.
The Kliode Island sails to-night, and I must close to

oair.h the mall.
There will be more news from this quarter In future.
I append the following Ueneral Order from the Commanderin-Chtef,coui pi men ting Ueneral ftterms and the

men under him for their bravery and gallantry In the
alihlr of the 1st .

anrnuL orders.wo. 1.
lfa A out* AS tuns, B. C. \Hii.tor Hbap, 8. C., .Ian. T. 1862. /

The Central Commanding desires to express hia gratificationat ths good conduct exhibited by the troopa un
der oommaud of Hrigadier tieneral Stevens, when engaged«o the lat Instant, in capturing and destroying the
enemy 's batteries on ibe Coosaw river.
The conduct of this aflkir, confirms him in the convle

tton that oisr troops, when ordered to march ahead, will
know no abends, and will promptly and in good order
penetrate wha/ever ordered.
The thanks ot the Commanding (Jenoral are specially

due to Hrigadier GtWrhl 8lovsns, for the energy and
good Judgment evil.ced In Iba preparation and proeocu
tlon of this alfiair.
To Flag Officer DupOOti commanding bloc kading squad

ron, and to CnmmandiV R. C. P. Rodgere, commanding
the naval portion of this axpod I tlon, and the officers and
men under his command,'sloe (banks of tho country and
ths army are likewise due.- The energy, alacrity and
efficiency which supported thd l*od (urges on thlaocca-

RK H
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ion, though nothing more than what could have been
expeeted from that distinguished branch or the service,
will ever be gratefully remembered.
By order of Brigadier General T. W. SHERMAN.
Louis H. PxLorss. Capt. Fifteenth Infantry,

Aeting Assistant Adjutant General.
On the 8th Captain Oliver Eldridge, of the Atlautio, was

the recipient of a very handsome testimouialfrom the
Third New Hampshire regiment, in the shape of an elegant,richly chased silver trumpet, made by Robert Rait
A Co. of New York. The gallant captain was invited by
Colonel Fellows to review the Third New Hampshire
regiment, and on arriving on the groand, on horseback,
the regiment went through several movements, and
finally formed In a hollow square with the captain inside.
Then, when he was safely penned in, Colonel Fellows advanced,and in a neat speech presented the trumpet.
Captain Kldridge was taken by surprise, but was able to
respond very happily to the presentation speech,
thauking the Colonel and officers for their kindness.
His response was received with great applause. The

trumpet, which boars the initials O. E. on the tube In old
English text, is very richly chased and of elegant form.
Ou one side of the bowl Is a very correct engraving of
the Atlantic, and on the other is the following inscription:.
"Presented to Cantain Oliver Eldridve. of United States

steamship Atlantic, by the officers of the Third regiment
New Hampshire Volunteers, for bin gentlemanly and
courteous treatment during tbe passage from Annapolis,
Md.. to Port Royal.8. C., from October 15 to November
7,1801.
"Port Royal, 8. C., Jan. 1,1802."
The value of tbe article la over $100, and It la a well

daaerved gift, far no man did more than Captain Eldrldge
to further tbe successful trip of the fleet from Hampton
Koada to Port Royal.

NEWS FROM WA8HIN6T0N.

INTERESTING PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.

Passage of the Fortification Appropriation
Bill in the House.

The House Resolution in Favor of Imposing
Taxes Adopted by the Senate.

Nr. Cameron's Appointment as Ministerto Russia Confirmed.

Important Change* in the Government
Printing Department,

fctij fcc«, kt»

Washwgiox, Jaa. IT, 1862.
SEVERAL M'CLELLAN AT HIB POST.

t^B*ral Mctlellan has resumed the active discharge
fmil the duties of hie office. He was closeted to-day for
seyerel hours with the Adjutant General.

THEBURNUPE AMD MISSISSIPPI EXPEDITION.
No intelligonee haa yet reached here from either The

Bumaide expedition or the one from Cairo. Information
rroea these Quarters is anxiously and hourly expected.
COMHNttnOK OP MB. CAMERON'S APPOINTMENT.
Geaeral Cameren's appointment to the Russian mission

waaoonflrmed this afternoon, after a debate of two hours
and a half, treaty eight Senators voted in the affirmativeand fourteen in the negative. The republican Senatorswho voted against the confirmation were Messrs.
Trumbull, Grimes, Harlan, Hale, Wilkinson and Foster.
John Sherman made a speech against the confirmation,
and voted in favor in favor of it. The statement In the
XritMne, that Messrs. Bright, Bayard and Kennedy spoke
against, and Mersre. Doolittle and Collamer in favor, of
General Cameron's confirmation, in executive session,
yesterday afternoon, is ail wrong. Neither of these
Senators took nny part in the debate yesterday, and
Senators Bright and Bsyard did not vote at all on the
question to-day.

THE ARMY APPOINTMENTS BEFORE THE SENATE.
The Senate has already rejected e number of the minor

military nominations submitted, and It is believed that a

number of the brigadiers will fail to bo confirmed. The
nominations are to receive a thorough overhauling. The
opposition to the confirmation of General Cameron is In*
dicatiro of a strong effort to prevent the confirmation of
many of those who have been nomiuated through his
partiality.
AFFAIRS OK TOE LOWER POTOMAC.BOMBARDMENT

OK COCKPIT POINT.
The Kteamcr Klag Philip returned from the flotilla last

night, and reports thnt the Anncostia yesterday bombardedthe rebel battery at Cockpit Point, with what
result has not, ee yot, been aecertulocd. The rebels llrcd
tour shells at the steamer with the usual result.no
damage.
A despatch from the Hkkai.d correspondent disclosesthe fact that u lun the rebel battor lee »t

Shipping Point were tiring at the Pensecola, on

Suuday mornlug, though their shot and shell could not
touch the vessel they were aimed at,o:ie of the shells
went on shore at Itudd'e Ferry and killed a soldier belongingto Hooker's division. The poor fellow was sleeping
'n his tent, when the rundom shot cut hnn iu two, inak.
ing Ms sleep oternal. The name of the soldier, an I the
regiment to which lie belonged, could not be ascertained.

THE FORTIFICATION APPROPRIATION BILL.
Tbo Fortification bill, which passed tho House to-day,

nutlo s the following appropriations for tho year ending
18IW:.
For 1 ort Mi ntgemery, at the outlet of Lake Champlain,New York $100,000
For Fort Knox, ot Ilio nun own of tho Penobscot

river, Maine 100,000
For the l< rt on Hog island Ledgo, Portland harbor,Maine 100,000
For fort Warren, Boi ton harbor 75,000
For fort Wlnthrop, Boston harbor 50,000
For fort at Nov* I to lforil harbor 100,000
For fort at WiHett's Point, opio-lto Fort Schuyler,New York 200,000
For fort on tho site of Fort Tompkius, Statcn

Island, New York200,000
For fort at Handy Honk, N. J 2nn,uno
For Fort Delaware, U law are river 00.000
F'or Fort Carroll, Baltimore harbor 200,000
For Fort Culliot.n, Hampton Roads 200,000
For Fort Taylor, Hoy WMt. Florida 200,000
For FortJod-rsan, Harden Key, Florida 200,000
For fort at I ort Point, .-'an Francisco Bay, Cal.... 200 000
For fort nt Alcairnz Is.nul, Ban Francisco Ray,

California 150,000
For contingencies of fortifications, Including field
worka 500,000

F'or brhlgo trains and equipage for armies in the
Held 250,000

For tool and siege trains for armies in the field... .2 0,000
The following appropriations urc for tho year ending

Juno 30,1862:.
For the fortifications on the Northern frontier, inclodlngthe forliOcutiona ut Oswego, Niagara,

IiulTklo, Detroit and M ;cktnaw 750,000
For Fort Montgomery, at the outlet of 1-ako Cham

plain, N. Y 50,000
For Fort Knox, Penobscot river, Maino 60,ix>0
For fort on Hog Island I.edge, Portland harbor, Me. 60,000
For Fort Wlnihrop and the exterior balterios at

nrvGli.n hirlwir \tawir,ft fWl

For fort at Sow hodford harbor, Mans 60,000
For Fort Adams, Nawport, R. 1 60,000
For Fort Scbuylor, Kail rlvor, N. V 26,000
For fort at Willett's Point, opposite Fort Schuyler,

N Y 60.000
For Fort Richmond, Statin Island, N Y 26,000
For fort oti tha site of Fort Tompkins, Platan

Island, N. Y 60,000
For tha commencamsnt of tha caserns!# at tha
battery on staten Island, N. Y 100,000

For a new battery at Fort Hamilton, at tha Narrowsof Naw York 100.000
For Fort Mifflin, near Philadelphia, Pa 26,000
For a naw fort op|«eileFort Delaware,on tha Datawareshore 200,000
For Fort Monroe, Hampton Reads, Va 60.000
For Fort Taylor, Kay Wast, Fla 100.000
For Fort Jenhrron, Harden Key, Fla 100,000
For an additional fort at tha Tortufas, Fla 200,000
For a fort at Ship Island, on the coast of the Mis
sissippl 100,000

For contingencies of forttdcattous 100,000
For bridges, trains and equipage 260,000

Total 16,000,000
KKLEABV OF CAPTAIN TOmO, OF TOT CALIFORNIA

REGIMENT.
Capt. T. O. Young, of tha California regiment, who was

involved in a difBoulty In Gen. Stone's division a short
lime ago, and placrd under arrest, has been released
by an order from the Secretary of War. Ho waa ox
iiaoinod to day by the Committee on the Conduct of iba
War. nod ia to accompany General Lane on his Kansas
expedition.

tbk pknnrylvam a election case.
Twenty tlaee rrpublic ins and fifty four democrats and

Unionists voted y> ednflrm Representative Lehman in ln.

ERA!
eat. The sixty-seven against him were ell republicans.
Sixteen democrats end Unionists were absent or net

voting.
RSTKENCHXENT IN GOVERNMENT gXPINDITl'RK8.114
PORTANT CHANCES IN III PRINTING bitPART
RENT, KTC.
Senator Sherman, from the Senate committee to examineand report aa to the component loa of all odlcera of

the government, &c., haa reported a bill in relation to I
the government printing, which completely abolishes the

Cont/runona.1 Qlobt, and tranafera it to the Superintend.
ent of Public Printing, who la created not only printer,
but atatloner and uewapaper publiaher general for the
whole government. Thla bill providea that all print"
ing, engraving, lithographing, electrotypiug and
binding, of whatever deacription, and all blauk
books or blanks, of whatever kind or character,
required by either Houae of Congreae, the Executive and
Judicial departments of the government, the Coaat Sur-
vey and the Co rt of Claims, shall be executed and manufacturediu the government printing office. Thechlefaof
every department of the government are required to fur-
nith the Superintendent of Public Printing with estimates
of the atetlonery and materials required in each departmeutfor each fiscal year, and to make requisitions
upon him for materials and work to b« done.
The Superintendent of Public Printing is to
contract for all the materials and to employ
workmen skilled in each of the branches of printing,
lithographing, engraving, olectrotyplng and binding. It
jS also provided that the President shall have hiB aunuAl
Message and accompanying documents printed in time for
distribution at the commencement of each session of
Congress. The Superintendent of Public Printing is requiredto publish daily a paper to be called the ConftretficnalRecord, in the form and style of tho Congresrional
Globe, which shall contain the debates In Congress In full,
abstracts of reports of committees, the sunual reports of
the President and heads of departments, the acts and resolutionsof Congress, the resolutions of each House, and an

index of tho contents. The Superintendent of Public Printing,and every person employed by liim, Is prohibited
from having any lntorest, direct or indirect, in any con
tract or agreement to furnish any materials for the print,
lng establishment, under the penalty of imprisonment in
the i>eniteutiary for not less than one or more than
five years and a lino of live thousand dollars.
SEDUCING THE EXPENSES OP THE GOVERNMENT.
The Committee on the Reduction of the Expenses of

the Government expect to make a reduction of about

$4,000,000 In the army roll, $200,000 or $300,000 In the
expenses of Congress, and large amounts in the matter
of printing and the navy; also in tho United States courts
of law, and collectors of customs, &c.. at Now York and
other large cities. The wholo amount of the matter is,
that thore will be introduced a seriee of measures to
bring about economy.

BRANCH FORT OFFICES IN CITIES.
The bill which passed the House to-day, relative to th«

establishment of branch poet offices in cities, authorises
end directs the Postmaster General if, Is his Judgement,
the public interost or convenionoe may require it, to
establish one or mere branch noet offices to farliitato the
operations of the post offlce in any city or place, which,
in the opinion of the Postmaster General, may require
each an additional accommodation for the oonvenienoo Of
the inhabitants; and it shall be deemed the duty of the
Postmaster General to prescribe the rule* end regulations
for the branch poat offlce which may be established.
The Postmaster General is also authorized to charge

one cent in addition to the regular postage for every letterdeposited in any branch poat oflloe to be forwarded
by mail from tbe principal offlce, and which shall be

prepaid by stamp; and one cent for every letter delivered
at auch branch offlce, to be paid on delivery; provided
that no letter shall be sent from tbe principal offlce to
auch branch offlce for delivery, ozcept by request or the
party to whom the same maybe addressed; and providedthe expense of such branch service shall not exceedthe receipts on account thereof.
The tenth section of the act to establish certain post

rates and for other purposes, approved March 3.1847, ia
repealed.

TliH APPOINTMENT OP GENERAL MEAQHER.
Memorials urging the confirmation of Thomas Francis

Meagher as Brigadier General have been sent to the
Military Commute" to-day from the New York Sixtyninthand Kiglity-eigbtti regiments, and the two batteriesattached to the Irish brigade. Genoral 8b leida
also addressed a letter with the tntmo request to the
chairman of the committee, Senator Wilson. Colonel
Meagher bad an interview with the committee this
morning, and on learning from them the part Goneral
Shields had taken, he afterwards, in company with his
officers, visited the General at his hotel, where Colonel
Nugent tendered the lhauka of the officers of the brigade
for his generous conduct. Colonol Meagher also thanked
tbo Genoral warmly. General Shields replied briefly that
he did not know that Colonel Meagher wu aware that
Hurh a letter had been sent to the chairman or the committco. The letter was not necessary, but ho felt bound
to do anything in his power to secure the continuation of
his appointment. There had been hints that their
interest clashed In this matter, but ho bud uut even

tolerated any man who was dis;>oeed to approach him
with such a suggestion. After expressing the kindest
feelings towards Colonel Meagher, General Shields addresseds 'inn pertinent remarks to the ofQcers of the
brigade, reminding them that It was their duty to
exert all their energies In behalf of the country, and that
the foundation of all success is work. He urged them not
to neglect the work necessary for preparation. He would
add another suggestions, If ho dared.banish liquor from
the ramps. Let us, he said, be temperance men until tho
war was over, and then we can be Jolly once more. The
Interview was a private one, and was very pleasant to all
parties.
TUB STRIKE OF THE WORKMEN AT THE NAVY YARDS.

'I he House Committee on Naval Aflalrs have before
tliera tho si.b.oct of iho employment of workmen and
laborers in the several navy yards, their pay, Ac., and
will soon report whether any further legislation Li necessary.

THE ARMY.
The President, upon tho application of tho delegation

from New York, to day appointed Major A. Itoubloday a

Brigadier General.
ARREST OF A FtTOITtVE FROM EI.MIR A.

Wm. Loo, Chief of Police, of hlmira,New York. arrested
hero Inst night Robert Turner, on tho charge of makiDg
a deadly assault on Officer Hunt, n policeman of i'Jmira.
Turner is one of the four ruffians arr ested by I/.-e last
summer on suspicion of knocking down and robbing a

British marine officer. I.oo left with his prisoner for
Elmlra to-day.

TAX BII.I.S IN PREPARATION.
Parties are busily at work hero in preparing data upon

which to base a system of excise duties on articles of

pixury for tho production of revenue. It Is probublo
that a system nearly like that of England will be established.
ARRIVAL OF CONTRABANDS AT GIN, MYALL'S CAMP,
Two contraband!, a middle aged tnan and a boy about

thirteen yonrs old, this morning came within tba picket
linaa of General McCaM'a division. Doth wero nearly
frozen to death. They were properly cared for, and tbon
aent to this city.

PAYKBNT or TBI TROOPS.
8everal regiment a across the river were paid off to day

Atnong those paid were Mott'a battery, and the Four'
teentb New York Volunteers, Colonel Mctiuade.
SFFECTfl or TBR COLD WSATDSH ON TBI TROOPS.

It has been so icy and slippery to-day that nose of the
regiments across the Potomac were called out for drill.
Evening parades were held as usual.

oinbral Fremont's cask.
General rremont la preparing an elaborate statement

la reference to the charges made against hie administrationof the Department of the Weet, which la to be pre
sented to the Committee on the Conduct of the War. It
is said that a majority of the committee are mends of
General Fremont, and It la expected that they will, If possible,give him every advaategffln the procem of white,
washing his cane.

The Hew Virginias Legislature.
Whssmko, W. v., Jan. IT, 1MB.

The bill known as the Pennsylvania Central Railroad
bill, waa defeated In the lower house of tbo Legislature
to day by a vote of 94 to 0.

The Prime Commissioners' Office.
Jan. 17..In the M itier of the Prite Schooner Henry C.

MidnlHtm..Dy order of Judge Betts the proofs impreliM'ihiritiin trite case wero re opened for the purpose of
taking the evliioeee of Henry Berkley, who wse released
from Kurt Lafayette lor tlmt purpose The case ie now
roady to be piaoed on the eaieudar of the Prise Court.

jT>.
PRICE TWO CENTS.

TUIRTV4BV1ITH COROUUI.
FiitST SESSION.

tit
Washington, Jan. IT, 1809.

Tn* new mutor from Michigan.
Mr. Crindur, (rep.) of Mich., presented the credential*of Hon. Jacob M. Howard, Ren*tor elect from Mlchil*D.tn niece of Ifr. Rtnrham. deceased
Mr. Howard, (rep.) of Mich., rt ared and took UM

sath. )
abolition rm~ v It

Several petition* In favor of the .uclpatlon of tha
Haves were presented.

ma abut contractors,
Mr. Tm -RBru, (rep.) of 111., presented a petition Prom

Mr. C L. Sandford, who represents himself as a contractor
with Messrs. Cummings and Tucker. Be aajrs that he receivedinformation from the War Department that they
(Cummings and Tucker) were authorised to act, but la
now surprised to learn that Mr. Cameron says.-"that
the beails of tbo bureaus made all the contracts." Mr.
Sandford asks the passage of a law to legalize the contractsmade, so as to prevent lose to honest contractors.
The petition was referred.

homrokathic shut sirgsoms.
Mr. Wtlmot, (rep.) of Pa., presented a petition asking jfor the employment of homeopathic physicians in lb#

army.
saunas' and sarins*' lrttdr.

Mr. Cot.j.Airr.H, (rep.) of Vt., from the Committee ob
Poet Offices, reported back the House bill in relation to
the letters of sailors and niarmes.
The bill extends the prlvilcgo of sending letters not

prepaid to sailor* and marines.
The bill wae passed.

tub ufPotmoN or ran*.
Mr. Frssenden, (rap.) or Me..from the Committee on

Finance, reported back the House joint ranohiUon declaratoryof the pnr|>oee of Congress to Impose a tax.
Mr. Carmis, (Uuion) of Va., objected to Its oonetder atl<n,but subsequently withdrew the objection, and it

was passed, by yeas, 30; nay, Mr. Powell.
uk. ntaston h compensation.

Mr. Dixon, (rep.) of Conn., from the Committee on
Contingent Expenses, regmrted back the resolution to pay
Mr. Stanton the usual compensation and mileags.
Mr. Halr, (rep.) of N. II.,said that Mr. Stanton had

already received one mileage.
Mr. Krssknpkn moved to amend the resolution so SB to

make it exclusive of mileage.
This was agreed to, and the resolution passsd.

removal or army hakkriks.
Mr. Foot, (rep.) of Vt., from the Committee on Publlo

Building*, reported a resolution ordering the removal of
army bakeries from the Capitol.

tub volotrkh snmci.
Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Mass.. introduced a bill In relationto the volunteer service in any particular State.

inn rvNRBAL or *bxatob urn.
Mr. Tni uBFin.offered a resolution to pay one thousand

dollars out of the Contingent Fund for the funeral expensesof the lato Senator Baker. Referred.
hay or tub r'rst minnesota mkkbbrr .

Mr. Tbomhpll also offered a resolution lu relation to ths
pay of the first Senators and representatives from Minnesota.

owcuntzation oh twb artillxrt.
Mr. BnowNiMQ, (rep.) of ill., introduced a bill for ths

better organisation of the artillery of the army ef ths
United States. Referred.

KXRcmvn *maioN.
On motion of Mr. Svunbr, the Senate then went Into

AMAUiiVll MklliAn. a

Upon tho opening of the doors the Sonata adjourned till
Monday.

House of KepnMstatHrs*.
Washixotox, Jan. IT, IMS.

tor arssjial.

Mr. Tram, (rep.) of Mass., introduced a bill transferringthe penitentiary building or the District of Columbiato the War Department, for tho use of the Arsenal.
Referred.

bills ntoK tub corns or clams.

On motion of llr. Fmnox, (rep.) of N. T.,orer one hnndredbills from the Court of Claims were referred le the
Committee on Claims.

ramsT maim.
Mr. Dciot, (rsp.) of Ind., from the Committee on Patents,reported a bill authorizing the Commissioner of

Patents to examine the application of Samuel Bants for a
renewal of the patent process for hulling wheat, the patenteehaving by mistake failed to make his application
for that purpose within the time prescribed by law. The
patent expires on the 4th of March next.
Tho bill waa passed by twenty four msjority.
Mr. Dumb also reported a bill for extension of the patontof John G. Mine, for an improvement in the manufactureof lampblack, the consideration of which was

postponed.
in* rSKSSTLVAjnA COSBMP SLAT,

The House then resumed the Pennsylvania contested
election case.
A vote was first taken on tho substitute reported from

the miuorityof the Committee on Elections, that John M.
Butler is not, and Wm. E. I-ehman is, entitled to a seat as
representative from the First CbograSHtoniAl district of
Pennsylvania, which was adopted by a vote of 77 against
07.
The resolution of tho majority of the committee, as

thug amended, was then agreed to.
bkasi a r««T oman nr crnm.

Mr. Allxy, (rep.) of Mass., from the Post Office Committee,reported a bill authorizing the establishment of
branch post cfilccs in cities. Passed.

TUB pkak LCTTMt osshs.
Tbs House then concurred in the Senate's amendments

to the bill to promote the efficiency of the Dead Letter
Office.

tub cask of marshal j.amos.
Mr. Pelaho, (rep.) of Masx..mado a report from the

Committee for the District of Columbia, on a resolution
referred to them relative to Marshal Lamou's jail regula-
lions.
The committee say that It was strictly in Marshal Lamfniofficial discretion to make rules to remedy tba existingabuses, and though they can see no necessity for

subjecting members of Congress to the Idle ceremony of
procuring passes, signed by the i*rcsident of the Senate
or S|ieaker of the 11 use, yet that there is nothing so palpablyoppressive and onerous In the regulations as to call
for the special intervention of the House.* Hence the
committee ask to be discharged from farther considerationo! the subject.
The further consideration of the report was postponed,

thk west rutjrr acuwamr arpnosRunow tuu..
Mr. Snevros, (rep.) of l'a., from the Committee on

Ways and Moans, reported a bill for the support of the
West Point Military Academy, and on his motion the
committee obtained leave to sit during tbe sessions of tba
House. He look this occasion to explain the reasons why
the appropriation bills were not sooner reported, adding
he 1 jit' 1 been informed that numerous libelling letter
writers a.l been flioling fault wlih the eommtttae for
not reporting an equitable tax bill. Tho< nmmtttee, however.aregathering fade and work for h.iurn after attendIncto busiuess in this hall. He desired to say that tbe
to Itkii-nis ami libo s of the preas would not inako them
move one minute faster than a due regard to the public
lntei ests will permit.

MARMIA1. PAMoX TCHVXD OPT OP TBS lfnr»S.
Mr. Kkmon, (rep.) of H.Y., rising to a question of privilege,Inquired by what rule Marshal Lamou occupied a

place <m the floor of this House.
The 8pbama replied that he was not aware of each a

rule, and bad no doubt the Doorkeeper would enforce the
rules.

Mr. Kruouo, frep.l of 111., inquired whether the en- >
forcomcnt of the rules was to operate on the Marshal
ciilyy He did not sec anybody interfering with the businessof the llouso. Theu, why should Mr. Lamon bo
made an exception, when others, not members, were
also on the floor '

The i*i BASER directed the Doorkeeper to enforce the
rules, and expressed the hope that members would not
hereafter Insist on Introd ring their friends here.
Marshal I.anion, who was standing near the main door,then retired.

tit* ronrtncATiow rnx.
Tbe House resumed the consideration of tha Veriiflea

tlonhlll.
Muring the 'lebate on amendments,
Mr. An*<u>, frep.) of 111., said II were better to art on

thi* bill specifically, the Items being bawl on official
estimate# It war not to he supposed that this bill orabracedail the fortifications necessary to th" Atlant'o
coast and Western lakes. But the Select Committee have
the subject under consideration, and will at an early dayrerort the result of their deliberations.
Mr. t armmnas, (Colon) of Ky., suggested that we

have not money enough to carry on the war within onr
bordsra. To this should all our energies be directed. It
was no time to enter Into expensive precautionary measuresagslnst a foreign war, which he hoped was far distant.let us defend the government, and when peaceshall ensue to the eonntry we can provide against the
danger »f a foreign war.
Mr. Wanner, (union) of Pa., agreed with Mir. Crittendenthat there should be no new works commerced unlessthere was en absolute and overruling necessity fbr

them. He had been informed the bill appropriated betweenfive and six millions of dollars. In order to afford
time for examination Into soma of the Items, be IneObctaallysought a postponement at Its consideration.

All amendments were voted down when the com-
uutivr ruM hu iuv viii, mm un|in»iiy repori«ii WW
pssstd.

imrr noun omrnucm.
Mr. Homia*, (rep.) of lud., from the Committee m

Army Contracts, rapnrted resolution, which wan adoptedcalling on the Secretary of War to onmmunleale to
the eommlltaa a copy of tha contract for the purchase of
boriee for Colonel William*' caralry regiment now in
Kentucky

aamu> nru cx>-mucin.
Mr. flraau, (rep.) of ff. J., of the earn# committee, raporteda reooluiion to inquire Into several orders on <***

traclo.one for ftfly thooeand and another for twenty-Cm
thousand Enfield rifles; whether theee contract* ham
been extended or annulled, and whether tbar hare been
old or offer* mad* to sell them, Ac
The Houe* here adjourned until Monday.
tffMA Comm..'The treasurer of the Naumlraag (Mam )

Mill. In his annual report, stales that be has imported*
small lot of India cotton, which coot seven ponce sterirng,
and laid down In our port* *t or uad*r eighteen cents
pound. Since making this purchase be ha* found thst th*
higher grade* of India cotton sr* of better quality than
be had heretofore auppoedH, and ha* eent an order for
one hundred bale* more .SeWen r envfisr.
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